68. THE HUMAN TOUCH
Bapu's second son, Manilal, married at a later age
than the other sons.1 He lived in South Africa, but he
wanted a girl from Bharat. Manilal had entrusted Bapu
with the task of finding him a wife. Jamnalalji (Bajaj)
being deeply interested in all Bapu's affairs, great and
small, found a girl in the Mashruwala family who seemed
suitable. Her name was Sushila, and she was the
daughter of Nanabhai Mashruwala of Akola. Bapu ex-
pressed immediate approval of Jamnalalji's choice. The
wedding took place with due ceremony in Akola, and
the Gandhi family started off homewards. As soon as
they reached the station, Bapu said laughingly: "Manilal,
do not sit in our compartment. Find your own place,
and take Sushila along with you. Do not miss this fine
opportunity of getting to know each other a bit."
Bapuji returned to the Ashram, and at the prayer
time he told us all about the wedding.
69. 'DAKSHINA* FOR HARIJANS
We were in South Bharat, probably in Bangalore.2
Bapu sat in his room, working. There was a stream
of visitors, eager for a sight of him, coming and going.
A gentleman came along with a newly-wed couple,
who were dressed even more richly than brides and
grooms usually are. The gentleman presented them
to Bapu, saying: "Mahatmaji, they have been married
1  In March   1927.
2  Gandhiji was having a rest-holiday in Mysore State during
May-July  1927.
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